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.
St Silas Church  serves the Anglican Parish of St Silas covering Witton, Beardwood and Preston New Road from Larmenier Village down to Corporation Park.

Weekly Parish Services

Sundays

9am Said Service Communion 

10.30am Parish Communion

Mid-Week

Tuesdays 10am Book of Common Prayer

From time to time we hold additional services. Please see our noticeboard for more information.

Enquiries for Weddings or Baptisms

Revd Sheelagh Aston

Priest in Charge

Tel:
01254 664722

Email: revsmaston@gmail.com


We are delighted you are thinking of being baptised or having your child baptised here at St Silas Church.

On the inside of this leaflet you will find information explaining the Church of England approach to holding baptisms.

At St Silas Church we want to welcome and support those who are to be baptised into God’s family.  For this reason our baptisms are the focus of our main service on the 3rd Sunday of each month.

We look forward to welcoming you.
Address
Preston    New    Road
Blackburn BB2 6PS
Website: 

www.stsilaschurch.org
Children’s Baptism Policy
Any parent residing in the parish can request baptism or “christening” for their child at St Silas. 
1. If the parents live outside the parish, their child’s baptism can go ahead if the parents fulfil one of the following criteria: a) Their marriage was held at St Silas Church. b) They were baptised at St Silas. c) A sibling of the child to be baptised was baptized at St Silas. d) Their own parents (i.e., the grandparents of the child to be baptised) are regular worshippers at St Silas Church.
If you do not meet the criteria, please contact your local church to arrange your child’s baptism. 

2. A family asking for baptism who live outside the parish and have qualified under the criteria set down above must inform the Vicar of their own parish and should supply the Vicar of St Silas with evidence of their own Vicar’s agreement. (Canon B23.5). 
3. Baptisms take place during the 10.30am Parish Communion on the 3rd Sunday of each month, with a maximum of two families if families are presenting one child, or four children in total. Baptism outside of the main service can only take place in exceptional circumstances at the discretion of the Vicar and in line with the criteria below. 

 4. Candidates and their families will be required to attend a preparation session held at the church prior to the baptism.  This will explain the service and the commitment it entails and contact with a lay member of the congregation. The Baptism cannot take place without this preparation. 

5. Candidates and their families are required to attend Parish Communion Service on 6 separate Sundays prior to the baptism. This is to help families become familiar with the church and be welcomed by the congregation.

6. The date of the baptism will only be confirmed when the Baptism Application Form has been completed and returned to the Vicar.

Godparents Policy
1. Godparents must themselves have been baptised and over the age of 16 years. (Canon B.23.4) They could have been baptised in any of the recognized churches under the Ecumenical Measure e.g Methodist, URC, RC, Baptist.

2. The name of a Godparent can still be entered in the Baptism register if for good reason they cannot attend the service. In such a case the Godparent can be represented by a “proxy” at the service.
 3. If an unbaptised person is not willing to be baptised before or at the service at which they wish to be a Godparent, they cannot be a Godparent or be entered into the register as such. 

Adult Baptism Policy
 1. Adult candidates for baptism should receive preparation arranged with the Vicar. 

3. All adult candidates for baptism should be reminded of the requirement to consider confirmation as well as baptism (Canons B23 and B24). 

 4. Adult candidates should have a “sponsor” who replies as a parent or godparent in the baptism service. The term “sponsor” describes a supporting person for an adult candidate for baptism and confirmation and should not be used in conjunction with a child candidate. 

16. The same rules that apply to Godparents apply to sponsors.

Church Safeguarding Policy

The use of mobile phones, cameras or other recording devices during the service is prohibited. The Parish Communion service is a public service where children and vulnerable adults may be present.  You are very welcome to take photographs after the service.
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